Jesus do? Hepreached God’s word, cast out evil spirits, and healed
people. Those were the thingstha could be donein God's name. So if we pray
to God for thespirit to do these things, thisisasking for something that isin the
name of Jesus. The thingsinthe aove list of thingswe can pray for are dl
spiritud things that are in the name of Jesus. If we ask for these things infaith,
withtheright motive, God will seetoit that we get them.

Arethereany particular words we should say?

Many have been taught specific prayersto say at particular times.
These ae fine, aslong as we’'re asking for the spiritud things God can
giveand are praying with the right motive. Jesus taught hisdisciples a
sample prayer which has come to beknown as “The Lord’s Prayer.”
However, before hegave this prayer, healso said, “‘when ye pray, use not
vain repetitions” (Mat.6:7). Any prayer (including this one) can become
avain repetition when said merely out of habit, with no thought or
feeling. On the other hand, “The effectual fervent prayer of arighteous
man avaleth much.” (Jam.5:16)

Dol havetobein a certain placeto pray, such as achurch?
Dol havetobow my head or kned in order to pray?

No, scriptures say to “pray without ceasing” (1Th.5:17) and to
“continue ingtant in prayer” (Rom.12:12). We can be continually
praying, no matter where weare or what wearedoing. We may be doing
housework, walking to class, warking, or playing sports, but our thoughts
can be on God, praisng him and asking him for more of his spirit,
without ceasing!

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall beopenead unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he
that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.”
Luk.11:9,10
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People have many questions about prayer. Thisisnot odd, because
even Jesus own disciples wanted to be taught how to pray (Luk.11:1).

Who should we pray to?

God? Jesus? A departed relative? When Jesus taught his disciples to
pray, he said, “When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed bethy name” (Luk.11:2). Who did Jesus himself pray to?
Jesus makes a lengthy prayer in Joh.17, all of it addressed to his Father.
InMat.26:39,42 “And he..prayed, saying, O my Father...”” Jesus prayed
to God the Father, and Jesusis our example.

One may ask, “ Can’'t we also pray to Jesus?” Jesus himself said,
“Inthat day ye shall ask menothing... Whatsoever ye shall ask the
Father in my name, he will giveit you” (Joh.16:23). Jesus said his
followerswould not pray to him, but to the Father. We haveno
commandment to pray to Jesus or to any other being, but we do have
commandmentsto pray to God the Father.

Someonemay say, “ lsn’t Jesus God?’ so that it would beright to
pray to Jesus. But Jesusis not God the Father. Jesus himself said, “My
Father is greater than 1’ (Joh.14:28), so Jesus could nat be God the
Father. Jesus condstently called God his “Father,”” so they aretwo
different persons, snce no one can be his own father.

Someonemay say “ | have prayed to Jesus, and my prayerswere
answered. Doesn’t that show it’sokay to pray to Jesus?” God may
have answered prayersto Jesus or to others, because he knew we were
only doing as we weretaught. Act.17:30 “And thetimes of this
ignorance God winked at: but now commandeth all men everywhere to
repent.” It may have been okay in the past, but now that we know who to
pray to, wecan pray to God the Father.

Why are some prayers not answered?

There could be many reasons a particular prayer isn’t being
answered as aperson hopes.

One of the clearest scripturd requirementsis that we must ask in
faith. Jam.1:5-7 “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.




But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering ... For hethat wavereth ...let
not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.” If we
don’tbelieve God will giveuswhat weask for, then Hecan’t give it.
Our faith isessential if we areto receive what we’ve asked for.

Perhaps God didn’t answer the prayer when we thought it
should be answer ed, but that doesn’t mean it won’t beanswered. If we
prayed to know more about God, it will be answered. Dan.10:12 “Fear
nat, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to
understand...thy words were heard, and | an comefor thy words.”

If our motive iswrong for wanting the thing wearepraying for,
God cannot giveittous. Jam.4:3 “Ye ask, and receive nat, because ye
ask amiss, that ye may consumeit upon your lusts.” When we pray
because we need spiritual help, God can hear this prayer. If theprayer is
for self-gain or to make others jealous of us, God can’t hear that prayer.

Also God might not answer a prayer asking for something that
God cannot give, or does not have to give. For example, often people
pray for material things, such as cars, homes, money, etc. God does not
have a ca or aphysical house or money to give us. Jesus came to bring
life to mankind (Joh.10:10), but healso said, “T&ke heed; and beware of
covetousness. for aman’slife consgeth not in the abundance of the
things which he possesseth” (Luk.12:15). God wantsto giveus eternal
life, which consgts of spiritual things (Joh.6:63, 2Pt.1:3). If we pray,
with the right motive, for more of God’s spirit, God can and will answer
thisprayer. Luk.11:13 “If ye then, being evil, know how to givegood
gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”’

Somemay say, “ Jesus said we could pray for the Father to give
usour daily bread (Mat.6:11). Isn’t that asking for something
material?” No. God does't have physical bread to give us. God wants
usto ask for hisspiritual bread, which ishisdoctrine (Mat.16:12).
Jer.3:15 “And | will give you pagstors according to mine heart, which
shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.”

What other things do scriptures say we can ask for?

Wisdom, Jam.1:5 Life, 1J0.5:16
Utterance, Eph.6:18,19 Love, Php.1:9
Mercy, Luk.18:13,14 Faith, Luk.22:32

Holy Spirit, Luk.11:13 Healing, Jam.5:14-16

To have our thoughts forgiven, Act.8:22

To be forgiven of our snsand delivered from evil, Luk.11:4
For God'swill to bedone and his kingdom to come, Luk.11:2

What About prayingfor other people?

Scriptures encourage usto do s0. Paul said to pray for all men, and
“for kingsand for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life” (1Ti.2:1,2). We can pray for our ministers and othersin
our congregation (1Th.5:25, Eph.6:18,19). Jesus said to “pray for them
that despitefully use you and persecute you” (Ma.5:44).

Somemight say, “ |’ ve prayed for others, but it never does any
good. Why doesn’t God answer those prayers?” Often such prayers
can’t beanswerad because God cannaot changeanyone swill. We may
pray for a parent or loved one to be spiritudly saved, or freed from an
addiction, or for amaried couple to not get divorced. We may pray for
world peace, or for world leaders to governrighteoudy. We may want
these things, and certainly God wants these things, but they all involve
ancther person’s choices. God made people free moral agents with the
mental abilityto choose what to do and to be. “I have set before you life
and deah, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, tha both thou and
thy seed may live” (Deu.30:19). “Choose youthis day whom ye will
serve” (Jos.24:15).

We need to pray for others, but we also must realize that even God
cannot overridea person’schoice Our prayersand our faith can send
God's angelsto try to influence anather person, but that person’s
decisons arealways his own. If someone does not wantto do what is
right, no amount of prayer can change this. Infad, there are times when
believers were told to nat pray for a person. “If any man see his brother
sn asnwhichisnot unto death, he shall ask, and he shall givehimlife
for them that sin not unto death. Thereisa sin unto death: | do not say
that he shall pray for it (1Jo0.5:16). Jer.7:16 “Therefore pray not thou for

this people...”

Should we end each prayer by saying “in the name of Jesus?”
Jesus did say, “whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will
giveit you” (Joh.16:23). Butthisdoesnot mean smply saying“in the
name of Jesus’ at the end of our prayer. In Ad.19:13-16 the seven sons
of Scevaused this phrasewithout success! Jesus doesn’t usethis phrase
in the prayer that hetaught hisdisciples (Mat.6:9-13, Luk.11:2-4), so it

must not be essential.

What does it mean to ask “in thename of Jesus”?

Jesus said, “1 am comein my Father’sname” (Joh.5:43), © the name
Jesus had was hisFathe's. Also hesaid “theworksthat | doin my
Father’ sname they bear witness of me’ (Joh.10:25). What works did



